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All the subsidiary alliances had been formed
upon the same principles. The British nation
stipulated to furnish a specific force for the protec-
tion of the country, and maintenance of the sove-
reign's legitimate authority. This force was not
ordinarily to be employed in the duties of civil
administration, nor in the collection of the reve-
nues ; and the British government generally
agreed not to interfere in such matters. A sub-
sidy, equivalent to the payment of the force, was
furnished by the protected state either in periodical
money payments, or by territorial cession; more
frequently the latter. A certain native contingent,
as it was called, was also to be maintained in
readiness to act with the British troops, and for
the efficiency of this, the protected state was an-
swerable. But the most material provision of the
treaties was, that the states accepting them, en-
gaged to discontinue all political negotiation with
the other powers of India, except in concert with
the British government; and to submit all claims
and disputes with others to its arbitration and
adjustment. This article, though an indispensable
correlative of the stipulation for protection, gave
to the British a controlling power in all matters
of external relation; while the obligation to main-
tain the protected prince's just authority, implied
the right of interfering, with advice at least, in
matters of internal policy likely tolbring it in